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The Social Network Analysis of Teachers’ Online Collaborative Lesson Planning

Chen Ling, Wang Bingjie & Liu Yu

(School of Educational Technology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

[Abstract] Social network analysis has been attracting more and more people’s attention especially in the areas of CSCL and

teacher’s profession development. Based on related literatures, it is found that previous studies mainly focus on 1-mode social network

analysis. However, in this study, 1-mode and 2-mode social network analysis are applied synthetically to analyse the online interac-

tion among 33 Chinese teachers from 10 different primary schools in Feixi county, Anhui province aiming to develop their instructional

design skills by focusing on collaborative lesson planning supported by learning cell system. By analyzing the structure, centrality, co-

hesive subgroups, core/periphery and fraction of the social network, the characteristics of participation in collaborative lesson planning

are revealed at both group level and individual level, especially the features of individual participation, knowledge co-construction

stage distribution and the topic distribution. Finally, some conclusions and suggestions are provided for designing follow—up online col-

laborative lesson planning activities.

[Keywords] Collaborative lesson planning; Online teaching and research; Social network analysis; Online interaction; Learning

cell; Collaborative knowledge building
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