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Expanding Learning: from Perspective on Learning Community of Professional Development for

Teachers and Its Practical Implications

Zhang Liping

Abstract: Teachers’ professional development is generally concerned in the world, nevertheless, the practice

these days is dissatisfactory. In hope of finding out solutions to the problem, a high school in Beijing was taken

as an example to illustrate teachers building their learning community by means of exchanging opinions, raising

problems, learning together and cooperating mutually. As the most important form of the learning, expansive

learning, rooted from Activity Theory, determines the zone of proximal development, boundary crossing, formative

intervention and legitimate peripheral participation and therefor it deserves thorough research.

Keywords: professional development for teacher; learning community; expansive learning; teacher education
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