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The Progress and Prospective of Peer—Assisted Learning
Research in Foreign Countries

ZUO Huang, HUANG Fuquan

(Center of Contemporary Education Research and Development, South China Normal University, Guangzhou

510631, China)

Abstract ; Peer—Assisted Learning (PAL),a new style of instructive idea, which has profound characteristics of
Chinese Culture is developing very quickly outside China. It is used extensively in the educational field with
three styles:as a structure of teaching and learning, as a curriculum and as a tool for training thinking skills.
PAL will be developed in the learning field, training institution and collaboration between schools and
universities. In addition, its extension of form and combination with information technology are prospective.
As for research in the future, the all—wave studies will base on the holistic methodology and focus on the
whole of educational system with the perspective of opened system.

Key words: Peer—Assisted Learning ; Class—wide Peer Tutoring; Reciprocal Peer Tutoring; Paired Thinking;
Paired Reading
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